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already been ready. Ten months later, he finally wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..From a distance and through a scattering
of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes. He surmised, therefore, that the
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person being buried was a Negro, too..Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but
interrupting one another, tried to advance their agenda..The expectation with which Tom had been greeted on his arrival was as thin as the air at Himalayan heights
compared to the rich stew of anticipation now aboil..His profession was cocktail piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story house in
a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five evenings
a week in an elegant lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent gay men
who stubbornly continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to ensure
that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..Livor mortis had already set in, blood draining to the lowest points of her body, leaving the fronts of her bare
legs, one side of each bare arm, and her face ghastly pale..Celestina rose, heart suddenly clumping in her breast, like heavy footsteps hurrying away from an approaching
bearer of bad news, but she herself couldn't run, could only stand rooted in her hope-and hear in her mind six versions of a bleak prognosis in the two seconds before the
doctor actually spoke..When Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..Initially, when told
that his patient was a Negro, Junior had been reluctant to serve as her physical therapist. Her program of rehab required mostly structured exercise to restore flexibility and
to gain strength in the affected limb, but some massage would be involved, as well, which made him uncomfortable..to believe that any man with such a hard gut slung over
his belt, with a bull neck.So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot
chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good wishes exchanged in front of
hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given, cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith
they arrived at three o'clock in the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed before Santa's had begun..Through the cacophony of shattering glass, splintering
wood, and cracking plaster, Paul heard the hard roar of an engine, the blare of a horn, and suspected what must have happened. Some drunk or reckless driver had
crashed at high speed into the parsonage.."Your mind is as fascinating as ever," he said. "Your soul as beautiful. Listen, Per, since we were thirteen, I was never primarily
interested in your body. You flatter yourself shamelessly if you think it was all that special even before the polio.".The two women stared at each other, and at last Celestina
said, "Good Lord, what's happening here?"."He must've listened on the car radio," Agnes said, digging down into the layered days in her packed trunk of memories. "He
was trying to get ahead of his work, so he'd be able to stay around the house a lot during the week after the baby came. So he arranged to meet with some prospective
clients even on Sunday. He was working a lot, and I was trying to deliver my pies and meet my other obligations before the big day. We didn't have as much time together
as usual, and even as impressed as he must've been with the sermon, he never had a chance to tell me about it. The next-to-last thing he ever said to me was
'Bartholomew.' He wanted me to name the baby Bartholomew.".Alone again with Wally, Celestina said, "They told me that once you regained consciousness, I can only visit
ten minutes at a time, and not that often, either.".Junior joined the throngs, although he had no gift list or feeling for the season. He just needed to get out of his apartment,
because he was convinced that the phantom singer would soon serenade him again..From the plush pillowy shadows of the bed, Barty said, "Oh, look. Christmas
lights.".The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it, and the alley was surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and as far as Junior
could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were parked the length of the block..This wasn't a new sensation. He had experienced it before. In the night just passed,
when he awakened from an unremembered dream and saw the bright quarter dancing across Vanadium's knuckles.."He'll just think I'm an incompetent detective. If he
comes around wanting his five hundred bucks back, I'll give it to him.".All three of these sorry excuses for human beings were money mad. Rudy owned six successful
used-car dealerships and--his pride--a Ford franchise selling new and used vehicles, in five Oregon communities, but he liked to live large; he also visited Vegas four times
a year, pouring money away as casually as he might empty his bladder. Sheena enjoyed Vegas, too, and was a fiend for shopping. Kaitlin liked men, pretty ones, but since
she might be mistaken for her father in a dimly lighted room, her hunks came at a price.
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