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briefing to resolve the issue there and then.."When did it stop?or did it ever?" Geneva asked. Her softly spoken question reverberated hollowly.Colman kept a poker face.
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computer to verify the change; it didn't make any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their number was no more than he
had been expecting. An hour later the company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in Vandenberg, dispersed inconspicuously to
their various destinations around the Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse before somebody realized a replacement unit from the
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in atoms?".With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as
he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and
seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock,
looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to
be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted
to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian
population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in
the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy.
Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges
of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit
as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible
reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any
great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own
ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he
thought to himself..In addition to surprise, however, the boy has Old Yeller. And the dog has teeth. Curtis has teeth, too,."Deploy the advance guard, Colonel," General
Portney instructed from the middle of the cabin..the new passenger lounge in the base. "Say 'sir' when you talk to me.".mother anywhere."."Would it worry anyone if I
smoked?".From these rescues, Noah inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite of its."I would prefer not to use that term," the major answered. "The
legal ramifications are not for me to comment on. But our own authorities will naturally wish to conduct an inquiry, and the weapons will be needed as evidence."."I'm sure
glad to hear that. Frankly, I've been worried about you. In the movies, private eyes are always.'That's a personal question, Jay," Bernard cautioned. "Anyhow, it's early
yet.".husband utterly lacking in character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm candy, meant to."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned to Adam
and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to accept it around him as a part of life,
he hadn't been able to help noticing..With an effort, the SD major bared his teeth and stretched his lips back almost to his ears. "Excuse me, sir, ' but do you have a few
minutes you could spare?"
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