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back on January 24, 1556," said Edom with unhesitating authority, for he had memorized tens of thousands of facts about the worst natural disasters in history..Not many
men wore hats these days. Since his teenage years, Nolly had favored a porkpie model. San Francisco was often chilly, and he began losing his hair when still young..Barty
wanted to hug her. He did hug her. He hugged Angel, too. He hugged Tom Vanadium..Everyone agreed, and the order was placed when their waiter brought appetizers:
crab cakes for Nolly, scampi for Kathleen, and calamari for Tom..Clutching the purse as though determined to resist robbery even in death, the guy dropped, sprawled,
shuddered, and lay still. He'd gone down with no shout of alarm, with no cry of mortal pain, with so little noise that Junior wanted to kiss him, except that he didn't kiss men,
alive or dead, although a man dressed as a woman had once tricked him, and though a dead pianist had once given him a lick in the dark..Alone with Agnes, the physician
said, "I want you to take Barty to a specialist in Newport Beach. Franklin Chan. He's a wonderful ophthalmologist and ophthalmological surgeon, and right now we don't
have anyone like that here in town.".After Maria, Bonita, and Francesca had gone, when Agnes and her brothers joined forces to clear the table and wash the dishes, Barty
kissed them good-night and retired to his room with The Star Beast..Perhaps because Celestina was her father's daughter, with his faith in humanity, she was always
deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your wife know what a lucky woman she is?".More than once, a passing
nurse stopped to check on him and to advise him not to exhaust himself.For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San
Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely. Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom Vanadium
had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the unlikely..He hit Celestina with the big question, the huge question,
just as she paused in her babbling to suck in a deep breath, the better to spout even more nonsense, whereupon this panicky inhalation caught in her breast, caught so
stubbornly that she was certain she would need the attention of paramedics to start breathing again, but then Wally popped open the box, revealing a lovely engagement
ring, the sight of which made the trapped breath explode from her, and then she was breathing fine, although snuffling and crying and just generally a mess. "I love you,
Wally.".The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the
so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times
or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of
imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only
imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes
a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the
baggage wagons..Instead, he encountered an elderly woman getting out of a red Pontiac with a fox tail tied to the radio antenna. A quick glance around confirmed that they
were unobserved, so he clubbed her on the back of the head with the butt of his 9-mm pistol..Tom Vanadium was no alarmist, and the most logical explanation came to him
first. Paul had wanted to learn how to roll a quarter across his knuckles, and in spite of being dexterously challenged, he practiced hopefully from time to time. No doubt, he
had sat at the table this morning--or even last evening, before bed-dropping the coin repeatedly, until he exhausted his patience.."They've gone to bed. They're tired," Wally
told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?".Previously, Miss Pixie Lee had been from Texas, but Angel had recently heard that Georgia
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was famous for its peaches, which at once captured her imagination. Now Pixie Lee had a new life in a Georgia mansion carved out of a giant peach..By the time they
reached the seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda. She shuddered, leaned with one hand on a
canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of bad PR..His profession was cocktail piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story
house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five
evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent
gay men who stubbornly continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to
ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..Vanadium, lending an aura of normalcy to the house. Now he wanted silence, so he would
immediately hear another car in the driveway if one arrived..To the alleyway again. Not through the clodhopper-cluttered gallery this time. Around the block at a brisk
walk..Warily, Junior ventured into the gallery to make inquiries. He expected the staff to express utter bafflement at the name Celestina White, expected the poster to have
vanished when he returned to the display window.."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they pit us one against the
other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".NOLLY SAT BEHIND his desk, suit jacket
draped over the back of the chair, porkpie hat still squarely on his head, where it remained at virtually all times except when he was sleeping, showering, dining in a
restaurant, or making love..Frowning, Agnes said. "Yes, those stories. Sweetie, when Uncle Edom and Uncle Jacob go on about big storms blowing people away and
explosions blowing people up ... that's not what life's about.".He'd been a godsend to Celestina, because his love of children and a new sense of fun that he'd discovered in
himself were showered on Angel. He was Uncle Wally. Waddling Wally, Wobbly Wally, Wally Walrus, Wally Werewolf. Wally Wit Duh Funny Accents. Wiggle Eared Wally.
Whistling Wally. Wrangler Wally. He was Good Golly Wally the Friend of All Polliwogs. Angel adored him, adored him, and he could have loved her no more if she had been
one of the sons that he had lost. Overwhelmed by her classes, her waitressing job, her painting, Celestina could always count on Wally to step in to share the child rearing.
He wasn't merely Angel's honorary uncle, but her father in all senses except the legal and biological; he wasn't just her doctor, but a guardian angel who fretted over her
mildest fever and worried about all the ways the world could wound a child..The front door was unlocked. This was no longer one house; it had been converted to an
apartment building..Nor could she begin to imagine the nature of the disaster that had befallen him, leaving his face looking blasted and loose at all its hinges. She had last
seen him at Phimie's funeral. A few minutes ago at her doorstep, she'd recognized him only because of his port-wine birthmark..Instead of immediately killing anyone,
Junior returned to his apartment on the afternoon of December 29, and went to bed, fully clothed. To calm down. To think about focus..He paused, not sure how to proceed.
He was not accustomed to writing letters to total strangers..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It meant that Barty would be
lucky in love..He had experienced considerable self-revelation during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered in himself, Junior was most
proud of the realization that he was such a profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful screen behind which to commit
whatever ruthless acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..Fortunately, he recognized his vulnerability. Until the evening reception for Celestina White, he
must spend every hour of the day in calming activities, soothing himself in order to ensure that he would be cool and effective when the time came to act..Instinct, even
reason, told him that some connection existed between this person, this Bartholomew, and Celestina. The name had terrified Cain in a bad dream, the very night of the day
that he'd killed Naomi, and Vanadium therefore had incorporated it into his psychological-warfare strategy without knowing its significance to his suspect. As strongly as he
sensed the connection, he couldn't find the link. He lacked some crucial bit of information..The big trees on Vanadium's property also stood bare, allowing a relatively
unobstructed view of the house. The back of the residence as dark, but a soft light warmed two windows at the front..He squirmed deep under the covers, clamped a plump
pillow over his head to muffle the singing, and chanted, "Find the father, kill the son," until at last he fell exhausted into sleep..The shriek of the sirens groaned into silence.
The police must have pulled to the curb in the street.."That's enough?" "Silly man." "Cain looks like a movie star." "Does he have nice teeth?" she asked. "They're good. Not
perfect." "So kiss me, Mr. Perfect.".At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign
effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in
compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit
of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..Ever the romantic, he wanted to surprise
her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their electrifying connection in the hospital, she had been yearning for him; but she wouldn't expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He
was eager to see her face brighten with delight..In the front seat, Edom and Jacob murmured agreement with the narrator's sentiments. Monday night, Edom and Jacob
booked adjoining units in a motel near the hospital. They called Barty's room to give Agnes the phone number and to report that they had inspected eighteen establishments
before finding one that seemed comparatively safe..The dining table could accommodate six, and Agnes instructed Maria to set two places on each of the long sides,
leaving the ends unused. "It'll be cozier if we all sit across from one another.".Instead, he sat in the breakfast nook with his phone books and resumed the grueling search
for Bartholomew.
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