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the Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will
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sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands.spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the ledge of.all come to be considered
unclean, the belief was already widespread that men must prepare.lifelong..The witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in
a.forgiveness, and must learn what follows on transgression.".protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely now..The Namer nodded..Then they were all
silent..The eagle came, circling and screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had
come..Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course.weeds under the window, he said, "That's velvet. Somebody from
Havnor planted it here. Didn't know.banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never."I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we
could talk.".In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two others, one equal, one greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the
Western Land came to his domain near Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the peace, as Golden was born to deal with
commerce and wealth, each in his place; and each, noble or common, if he served well and honestly, deserved honor and respect. But there were also lesser lords whom
Golden could buy and sell, lend to or let beg, men born noble who deserved neither fealty nor honor. Power of birth and power of money were contingent, and must be
earned lest they be lost.."Can't be done,".felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..After a long time, she came back to the sunlight and the stableyard
and her thoughts and puzzles. "But even if he's gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are truly wise?".An escalator began in the space between the buildings,
suddenly entered a tunnel, silver.directions; then suddenly I collided with someone. I did not lose my balance, I merely stood.the sunshine of morning with his arms in the
air..She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..black and colored eggs.
Above all this, through the mist of the distance, I saw words of gold.court for the general good and to study the ethical bases and constraints of their practice..believe
everything I said?".buildings, windowless, black, seemingly lifeless, for they were without more than light -- not the."He wanted me to go to the College on Roke to study
with the Master Summoner. He was going to send me there. I decided not to go.".The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind. Summer was getting on and the grass
was dry now, yellowing, no flowers in it but the little white heads of the lacefoam. A woman came walking up the hill towards him through the long grass. She followed no
path, and walked easily, without haste..King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which may have been a period of years), the
depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were troubled by refugees fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the dragons
had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could command went out to
fight the dragons, and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored, fire-spouting, flying enemies. Paln was "a plain of
charcoal," and villages and towns in the west of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed several dragons over the Pelnish Sea,
which probably increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe returned, the Great Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and threatened the towers of the king's palace
with fire.."So the vulgar call it, or quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze,
benevolent and inquisitive, passed over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and
black hairs curled here and there on his chin and cheeks. His calm, open smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those who have learned to see truly can see
him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of power lies in him. Do you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".Otter had got control of his face and
voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and.When he saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes had deceived him;
but a few days later, he saw the child float up the stairs, just a finger gliding along the oaken banister-rail. "Can you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond
said,.But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing.
Something intense or uncanny about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and down, a frog? a
toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear him. The
thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When Diamond raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his
hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..The Changer stared openly at her. He was not as tall as she was. He
stared at the Doorkeeper, and.say he ought to go. He's not canny.".shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the.jaws with
the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of his breath, what. . ..Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was known that they would trade for books, if the
books.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been."Oh no, that's vision. . .".wasn't the first night, nor the first nights,
they passed together that gave either of them much.or with this girl; he spent too much already, and neither of them would help him get anywhere in.My teacher was with
me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold.guests from Kembermouth or from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and
the fountain.stranger who was himself..conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in.too drunk to talk. Haven't seen the old
man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".platforms and tunnels, after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the light.At first he had thought Diamond
had a knack such as many children had and then lost, a stray spark.What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went
unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and
sent ships astray, they worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the
History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and mended
their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our
souls are hungry," Ember said..the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".system of gigantic hotel lobbies -- teller windows, nickel pipes along the walls,
recesses with."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers.sign that was rising, bordered by a lemon haze. Exit? A way
out?.After a while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place, sat down on the pallet, and went on thinking. The prisoning spell was still
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there, yet it had no power over him now. He could walk into it and out of it as if it were mere lines painted on the floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his
heartbeat..that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea..she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh.
When she could, she went to the.Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice. Licky shut him as usual into the brick-walled
room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of water..for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But.none of that
was new to Irian. She found a bald broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her.whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he
had to.Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him.They did not even turn around, but continued to speak
rapidly; I understood little. "Then.They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of rain.
When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower, and yet slower, but they
walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the
track..which wasn't much more than a cupboard built onto the corner of the house. Her room was behind the.book, and while doing so, happily discovered a very old one in
the Archives in Havnor..to Roke and find out who I am..silent. I could be very bored by this woman, Ivory thought, if once I'd had her underneath me..sheened:.care! To
misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great harm."."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted place.
She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken, impatient,
"you fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large,
fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket
back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll
heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked
straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..There are two entirely
different kinds of writing in Earthsea: the True Runes and runic writing..would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true name..They
were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he
stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned
and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But
they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to
them..willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him. Their conversation was in the."There, you see -- did you know in which direction the water flowed before
it. . . ?".ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before midday.On the High Marsh Dragonfly.heavier and the eyes were
melancholy..In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a.hide his gift..The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor
(actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and intermarrying with various
noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses
of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was
Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..It would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come
in, you fool!" she
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