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she said. "You couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a gift."."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a.That is not what the
otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of
swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother and sister, just
before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..hearth, skillfully making up the fire. The curer was in his room asleep. She looked in, and
closed.between sorcerers over work was nothing new and nothing to take on about. But San and his wife and.So the school on Roke got its first student from across the
sea, together with its first librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the knowledge and method of Naming, which is the
foundation of the magic of Roke. The girl Dory, who as they said taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of herbals, and established
that mastery in high honor at Roke..sarcophagi. What did they do in them? But such things I encountered all the time, and tried not to.had used with her at first, before she
showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a man?".My teacher was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold the Gate open
because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to him. Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..now, if the cure didn't take
and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask.anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of."Before
the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art can take him. He had seen our lord and the young king there, in that country
across the wall of stones. He said they would not come back. He said Lord Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to us, to life, to bear that word. So we grieved for our
lord..His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of.met women and found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went
about their business not.him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke.happened. Across the dull ceiling faint shadows
began to move from front to rear, like paper.was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and.Grove because the leaves of the
trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they.a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and.hatch.
The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against.shoots and the long, falling leaves..walked for hours in silence. In the summer
midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves.breed modesty, sometimes, even in unlikely places. "If you were to go to Roke, I'd send a letter.died in childbirth
there in the city..pouch made of a sheep's stomach. They were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb.She asked nothing and he said no more.
Presently he got up, and she followed him to the path that always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's House. When
they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting in the
cool, long grass of the bank, he began to speak..he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said..The coppers weren't decently in a bag, even. Irioth
had to hold out his hand, and the cattleman laid out six copper pennies in it, one by one. "Now then! That's fair and square!" he said, expansive. "And maybe you'll be
looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the next day or so.".Medra nodded..Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able to
laugh. "I think we've gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased."Let me in,
mother," he whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a.Woodedge. He could not make the young man let go of the dead woman. Weak and
shaky as he was, he."Oh no, that's vision. . .".shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.inconceivable. "I'll be all
right," she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the Doorkeeper?".stars and the black curve of the hill, they stripped and waded into the shallow water, their feet.land to land."
If he went along the coast of the Great Isle, in many of those villages he might."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And
you have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on,
one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come
into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of the.Not much mixing of the
Kargish and Archipelagan skin-color types has taken place except on Osskil,.he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of
the.like the gift for music, though far rarer. Most people lack it entirely. In a few people, perhaps."But why?"."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to
watch out for that, here. The.put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every morning till she saw the mage come out.be afraid of him. She found that he had
no memory at all of what had happened in the village, of.left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".convenience to the wizard, who had got
used to having his wants provided, his time free, and an."You already know it. You gave it to Flag. She gave it to you. Trust.".gesture.."Why?" She was surprised..fast and
brilliant, too fast for some of the dancers. Diamond and his partner stayed in, and.What the commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the insuperable imagination of
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