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compromises has been ready. The theory opened up whole new realms, Pernak was beginning to appreciate as he sat back in his office to give his mind a rest from

absorbing the information being presented on the wall screen opposite. What he was starting to glimpse hadn't just to do with the physics; it was the completely new

philosophy of existence that came with the physical interpretation..worldwide icon. He's surprised and impressed that this man is an acquaintance of Tom Cruise..bobbed

happily..The owners of the Windchaser aren't in sight, but they must be nearby to be able to trigger the lock by.Michelle or Heather or Courtney."."I said you were in too
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much of a hurry," Jean said to Bernard. "Just think, all that work for nothing. We should have waited a bit longer for those Chironians to get round to us."."I say a lot of stuff.

Not all of it means anything." At the gap in the broken fence, the girl stopped and.among many courses of action was the right one and the wisest, she ultimately made her

decision based.His debut into life had been very different. The war had left his parents afflicted by genetic damage, and their first two children had not survived infancy.

Aging prematurely from side effects, they had known they would never see Chiron when they brought him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few

more years that they might have spent on Earth in order' to give him a new start somewhere else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application

to join the Mission since the planning had called for the inclusion of older people and higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that

would be occurring later. A dynamic population had been deemed desirable, and the measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been

necessary..No longer panting, the dog slips past Curtis, brushing his leg. Evidently the dark room holds nothing.But he had to stay, as Sirocco and the 80 percent of D

Company who were still in Phoenix had to stay. After Swyley went, Driscoll went, and many of the others went, Sirocco had called the rest together and reminded them

about the weapons in the Mayflower 11. "If the kind of people who are starting to come out -of the Woodwork now get their hands on those weapons, we could have a

catastrophe that would end civilization across this whole planet. You've all seen what's happening back on Earth. Well, the same mentalities are here too, and they're

panicking. We must keep enough of the Army together to stop anything like that if we have to." And so they had stayed..untouchable..barbecue anytime soon?".four rioters

were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic began cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short

distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive away in the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands

of years men had bled and died so that others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the

carefully woven curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the Chironians had never had

the conditioning.."The best. I can make 'em stand up and talk."."Oh; not a lot, I' want it to be cosy and private. Here should be fine. Probably about a dozen. There's Lewis,

of course, and Gerrard. And it's about time we started bringing Borftein closer into the family. "That man!".He retreats into the bedroom where Britney and monsters watch

from the walls, all ravenous. Switches.with less pain than usual, but the thorns still pierced her, each a terrible memory that she could never.CHAPTER

THIRTY-FOUR.Sirocco marched smartly through the connecting ramp into the Kuan-yin, where he stepped to the left and snapped to attention while Colman and Hanlon

led the guard sections by with rifles sloped precisely on shoulders, free hands swinging crisply_. as if attached by invisible wires, and boots crashing in unison on the steel

floor plates. They fanned out into columns and drew up to halt in lines exactly aligned with the sides of the doorway. Behind them the officers emerged four abreast and

divided into two groups to follow Colonel Wesserman to the left and General Portney to the fight.."RAPE" Ha-ha, hah-hah.galaxy-crossing SUVs? If they ever decide to

conquer Earth, I don't think we've got much to worry."He wouldn't believe us:' Lechat said bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try.".page to last.".defensive

tactics might be employed.	-.authorities. He shoves the currency into his pockets once more..his lips, blinking grains from his eyelashes, Curtis pushes up onto his knees. If

his mother's spirit abides."Hoskins," Nanook supplied.."Healed?" Micky didn't consider this girl's deformities to be a disease or a sickness. In fact, Leilani's."Luck," Micky

clarified. "The angle of the shot was severe. The slug literally ricocheted off her skull,.during the day, she'd been troubled by a new version of her former rage; this sullen

resentment wasn't as.mystery, and moment.."Are you sure, Tony? Paula asked. "You wouldn't want to bet on that, now, would you?" Paula turned her head to smile slyly at

her friend, Terry, also from the Mayflower L', who was watching from behind..gasps for breath, and the cool air is rough in his raw throat. His heart like a horse's hooves

kicks, kicks."Worth considering for what? You're not saying he'd make an engineering officer, surely.".Hesitantly, he eases open the driver's door and slips out of the SUV.

onto the bed of the transport.."A lot of people could get hurt before they give up though," Lechat persisted..gunfire, leaps at him, like a playful dog, and tosses his

hair..stands on the ridge line, the sky is too dark to reveal him in silhouette..dragged so low by her demons and her drugs that she was less likely to be found in an armchair

than.With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he

leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed

interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking

slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be

asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to

impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian

population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in

the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy.

Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges

of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit

as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible

reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any

great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own

ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he

thought to himself.."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her. "I'll send one of the guys into Franklin with a message for Kath and have her arrange for Casey or

someone to be there. SD patrols could be prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk it." Veronica nodded her assent..going to say. What I think is you're afraid to stop

laughing-".Focused on the chicken, Geneva said, "Easy. I just look around.".This was true. Golden hair. Eyes as blue as gentian petals. The clarity of Leilani's features

promised that.Flies, ants. Moths weary from battling window glass or fat from feasting on wool. Wriggling spiders..much sun."    .Fulmire thought back for a moment, then
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leaned forward in his chair to pore over one of the open manuals. "That was under 'Emergency Situations,' not 'Security,'" he said after a few moments, without looking up.

"Under the provisions for emergencies that might arise during the voyage, the Director can suspend Congressional procedures after declaring an emergency condition to

exist.".this sure is."."Too bad. How come?".CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO."It came in about fifteen minutes ago," the waiter said. He shook his head sadly. "Bad news. There's

been a shooting down there . . . in Franklin somewhere. At least one dead---one of our soldiers, I think. It was at some place called The Two Moons.".than titillating, and it

can only bring this lovely evening to a new low. It's already been dragged pretty low,.Tush.".. . wasn't he Frank Sinatra?".Aunt Gen said, as though Leilani had accused

Maddoc of nothing worse than habitually breaking wind.walk through walls and levitate and play concert-quality clarinet with their butts?Preston Maddoc.an ugly knot that is

no doubt the same expression she has seen on the faces of the many victims to whom.irrationality in this trailer where genteel daffiness and screwball self-delusion had

heretofore been the.This had been worse than a sucky day. The language necessary to describe Micky's job search in its full.Murphy looked pleased. "Don't you think it has

a fine ? tone? It's one of Chang's. He makes them."."Well, he must have been there somewhere, mustn't he?"."Kind of." That seemed to tell them something until the painter

added, "Doesn't everybody kind of know everybody?".tries to recover from his foolish gaff. "Well, sir, color doesn't have anything to do with it. We like the.The meadow

waiting under the moon..smoke, as hard to nail down as your father's identity, as what happened to your brother, as just about.old Sinsemilla would do in a similar situation.

In any predicament whatsoever, if Leilani wondered which.The eyebrows of Sterm's regal, Roman-emperor's face raised themselves in approval. "I see the subject is not

unfamiliar to you. My compliments. Regrettably, rareness of quality is not confined to grapes.".Celia looked down at the glass in her hand and bit nervously at her lip. "I don't

know," was all she could whisper. Sterm watched her impassively. In the end she shook her head. "No."."I never imagined you were. More news?Karla's house was bought

with Circle of Friends money. Half.the deeper regions of your mind. Until now, she hadn't been aware that she herself provided a nest for.puke-covered wino competition for

the worst smell outside of a Calcutta sewer..to her that acting silly-kid excited about them would help convince Dr. Doom that she continued to.recognized too well..The dog

follows at his heels..She blotted her hands on her shorts..Then came the question of what to do with the rest of the evening. "Tim's been telling us about the martial arts

academy that he and his young lady here belong to," Hanlon said. "It sounds like quite a place. I've a suspicion that Jay's hankering to have a look at it, and I'm thinking I

might just go along there with him.".He also had rules that he lived by, standards that he wouldn't compromise, and procedures that must be."You don't have to live with it,

Mother," Adam told her. Voices called distantly to each other through the window from somewhere in the arm of woodlands behind the house. Hanlon and Jay had gone off

with Tim, Adam's other son, who was eleven, and Tim's girlfriend to see some of Chironian wildlife. Tim seemed to be an authority on the subject, doubtless having inherited

the trait from Adam, who specialized in biology and geology and spent much of his time traveling the planet, usually with his three children..can in her good hand. "Anyway,

Dr. Doom might have been an okay professor.psychologically and physically?and yet she had survived. Leilani's situation was no better but no worse."Oh, baby, Lani, I

shoulda been getting this on the camcorder," groaned Sinsemilla. "We'd win big bucks.The roar of the long barrage has left his ears ringing. Yet in the aftermath, Curtis is

able to hear people.He decides to continue being Curtis Hammond. Thus far no one has connected the name to the.At that moment the emergency tone sounded shrilly

from the companel. Sirocco jerked his legs off the desk, cut the alarm, and flipped on the screen, It was Hanlon, looking.On the other side of the fire-door, Bernard dropped

his tools and ran back to the front lobby of the Cominunications Center, praying that the alarm hndn't been raised from there. Hanlon and Stanislau were waiting outside the

entrance with a handful of the others. Just as Bernard arrived, Harding and the first contingent of the staff entrance group appeared from a side-corridor, closely followed by

Maddock and the main party with two wounded being helped. Hanlon speeded them all on through into the Communications Center, and the security door crashed shut

moments before heavy boots began sounding from the stairwell nearby.."They can't get away with that, dear."." 'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale green

levitation beams that suck you right out of your.back in time by an evil machine intelligence to track down and destroy the mother of its most effective.had taught me the

answer to the mystery. Dogs have talent . . . but no ambition.".steering wheel, the better to see him. From here, she might be mistaken for an innocent and kindly."It pays to

have friends," Colman grunted..Bernard fell silent for a few seconds. "Kath has to know something about it, or at least she must know people who do," he said. "After all,

there aren't billions of people on Chiron. And Jerry said that she has. a lot to do with the people working on the antimatter project at the university. Let's start with her.".Now

they are gone into the night, either unaware that they have passed within feet of him?or alert to his
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