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31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your

sake wax on me night and day..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.(Conclusion).A thief of

the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a

great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were

going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I

have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so

may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and

what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch

and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou

dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is

incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander

of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one

who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of

his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or

small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they

all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their

enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this

wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.? ? ? ? ? And high is my

repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and

awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou

turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast

awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.4. The Three Apples lxix.I was one day abroad on an

occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest

of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour

thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee

not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted

thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have

known thee from childhood.".Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon
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midst the starry train!.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him

from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and

bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".Then he

bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may

devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon

my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to

King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.?

? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death

they're rent.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the

following verses:.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve

and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight,

and sang the following verses:.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its

path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of

Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed

with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the

farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with

beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes

and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had

gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept

for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of

thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of

their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her

mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank.

Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to

his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a

brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her

time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would

take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power

dccccxciii.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes,

delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his

son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon

these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment

dccccix.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.140. Younus the

Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an

exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to

return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king

returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers

that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.An if my substance fail, no one

there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ? He shot me

with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el

Mehdi dclxxxii.Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the

ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she

went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two

pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought

but dole thou didst anticipate!.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk

and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced

that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she

departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day,

after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou

hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..150.
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The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant,

who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade

him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and

his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,

when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till

daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her

with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet

of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth

good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace,

and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of

foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and

grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say,

'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her,

and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a

little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe

were surely first and sole..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers'

malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I

fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be

mute.".They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have

accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of

commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I

would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to

me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I

crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city

of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is

what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider

the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves

with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for

that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this

woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we

plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we

arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent

from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Then he gave me the

present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants

and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried

the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By

the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side,

welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to

us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him

the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed

upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Pease on thee!

Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89.
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