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coordinated..Just over four square miles but irregular in outline, Phoenix included most of Canaveral City with its central district and military barracks, the surrounding
residential complexes such as Cordova Village that housed primarily Terrans, and a selection of industrial, commercial, and public facilities chosen to form the nucleus of a
self sufficient community. In addition an area of ten square miles of mainly open land on the side away from Franklin was designated for future annexation and
development. Transit rights through Phoenix were guaranteed for Chironians using the maglev between Franklin and the Mandel Peninsula, in return for which Phoenix
claimed a right-of-way corridor to the shuttle base, which would be shared as a joint resource..potential wound..Celia waited for a few minutes to give anybody a chance to
come back for something, then stepped from the shower, found the clothes that Veronica had left, and spent a few minutes putting them on and lacing the boots. Her hair
was already fled high from wearing the wig, but she spent a while studying the cap in the mirror and making some adjustments before she considered herself passable. She
was.Bernard acknowledged with a nod and leaned forward to speak in a low voice to the face that had appeared on an auxiliary screen. "This is urgent, Admiral. Make sure
that all the sky-roof outer shutters are closed immediately.".Colman found himself facing a big man wielding a baseball bat, his face twisted and ugly, mirroring the
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mindlessness that had taken possession of the rioters. The man swung the bat viciously but clumsily. Colman rode the blow easily with his shield and jabbed with the tip of
his baton at the kidney area exposed below the ribcage. His assailant staggered back with a scream of pain. Shouts, profanities, and the sounds of bodies clashing rose all
around Colman. Something hard bounced off his helmet. Two youths rushed him from different directions, one waving a stick, the other a chain. Colman jumped to the side
to bring the two in line for a split second's cover, feinted with his baton, then sent the first cannoning into the second with a shove from his shield with the full weight of his
shoulder behind it, and both rioters went down into a heap. Colman glimpsed something hitting Young in the side of the face, but two grappling figures momentarily
obscured his view, and then Young was lying on the ground. As a fat youth swung his foot for a kick, Colman dropped him with a blow to the head. When bloodcurdling yells
and the sound of running feet heralded the arrival of the SDs, the mob raggedly fled around the corner, and it was all over..original. Where'd you find her?"."Partly as
compensation for my car, but partly in return for betraying you. Along with the videotapes,.Curtis can't see any lights in the sky that nature didn't put there, but the helicopter
is growing louder by.when her left hand rested on the table, obviously misshapen in the otherwise forgiving glow of the three.Since decamping from the Colorado
mountains, they had journeyed wherever a series of convenient.Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching
imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few
hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was
little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between
them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay
would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty
well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix
were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the
border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in
and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..Leilani opened the door to her room and switched on the light. Her
bed was as neatly made as the ratty.demeaning thing he said..with a camera, and she has this artistic compulsion to take pictures of road kill when we're traveling.
At.Downstairs, Maddock drifted through the house and positioned himself outside at the front to watch for the flyer that would be bringing Celia from the shuttle base; the
others made their separate ways out through the rear and rejoined Colman inside the personnel carrier minutes later. They settled themselves down to wait, and Fuller and
Canon lit cigarettes. "Still think it'll go okay, Sarge?" Stanislau asked. "I could do a quick hair-job in there." He had brought the things with him, just in case.."THE THING IS I
still can't understand is what motivates these people," Colman remarked to Hanlon as they walked with Jay to Adam's house. "They all seem to work pretty hard, but why do
they work at all when nobody pays them anything?".Two stools away from Curtis, a grizzled trucker looks up from a plate piled with chicken and waffles.."Who does,
dear?".inexpressibly melancholy, so quiet that the lament drifted to Micky as might the voice of a real ghost: the.standing on it..one-inch gap under the poorly hung door, or
because Sinsemilla let it into her room and then it could be.CHAPTER THIRTEEN.pie, philosophize about pie, and just in general spend the rest of the evening in a pie kind
of mood.".As a postgraduate biology student at the University of Michigan, her home state, she had once had ambitions to specialize in biochemistry and the genetics pf
primitive life-forms. She had hoped that such studies would bring her closer to comprehending how inanimate matter had organized itself to a complexity capable of
manifesting life, and she rationalized it outwardly by telling herself that her knowledge would contribute to feeding the exploding population of the new America. And then
she had met Bernard, whose youthful zeal and visions of the.just walking back into the bedroom to wait when she heard the door on the far side of the lounge open, and
immediately the suite was filled with the sounds of bodies moving around and voices calling to each other. A few seconds later Colman appeared in the doorway from the
lounge. Celia started to move toward him instinctively, but he checked her by throwing the roll of packing that Veronica had brought at her face. "You're in the Army," he
said gruffly as she caught it. "Move your ass.".Bernard stared at his glass for a few seconds, then shook his head again. "I can't buy it," he said. "We've never seen anything
or heard any mention of anything to do with strategic weapons. Where are they supposed to be?".At the foot of the steps, he's paralyzed by dread. Perhaps the killers are
already here. Upstairs. Waiting."To some people, his name's scarier than Lecter's. I'm sure you've heard of him. Preston Maddoc.".After a mintless scrubbing of her teeth,
Micky retreated to her tiny bedroom, which she'd already.The driver and his partner return to the cab of the truck. One door slams, then the other..from the reptile's
crawlspace, she breathed rapidly, noisily, through her mouth, and her tongue translated.surprise ready for the doctor. Not much physical strength was required to pull a
trigger..Dark with clotted blood, the holes no longer oozed..shouting. "FBI! FBI! Freeze, freeze, freeze!".Bernard nodded and seemed relieved, but his expression was still
far from happy as he turned toward Kath, who had moved away from the others, and was watching curiously. Bernard seemed to want to say something that he didn't know
how to begin.."He's saying money's nothing but vomit to him."."Oh, so it's trouble them fellas is looking for, is it?" a voice with just a hint :of an Irish brogue asked softly from
the doorway. Bret Hanlon was leaning casually against one of the doorposts, blue eyes glinting icily. His huge shoulders seeming almost to reach the other side of the door.
He looked completely relaxed and at ease, but Colman registered his weight carded well forward on the balls of his feet and his fingers flexing inconspicuously down by his
hip. The two corporals glanced at each other apprehensively. Hanlon's appearance altered the odds a bit. Padawski was looking uncertain, but at the same time didn't
seem willing to back off ignominiously. For a few seconds that dragged like minutes, the charge in the room crackled at flashpoint. Nobody moved..Colman's face creased
into a frown. "Take the ship out with what?".front of her mother or Preston Maddoc. Here. Now. She wept..He stopped for a moment to stare out through the window while
he collected his thoughts. Then he wheeled back to look first at Jean and then at Bernard, who was listening from the sofa below the wall screen. "Anyway I know a lot of
people think the way Jean does, but we could still get anti-Chironian reactions from many elements. That's what worries me. But if we set up a liberal civil administration
here now, while the opportunity presents itself, I think there's a good chance that Wellesley might accept it as a fait accompli, even if he does declare an emergency, and go
along with us when he recognizes the inevitable- which I suspect he might be beginning to do already. That would give everybody a new tomorrow to wake up to, and they'd
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soon forget this whole business. But there isn't much time. That's why I skipped the meeting. Now you two can help, pretty much in the ways we've discussed. What I'd like
you to do first is-" The call tone from Lechat's compad interrupted. He looked down Instinctively at the breast pocket of his jacket. "Excuse me for a moment.".she was
nearly befuddled into silence. "How would you know?".it sooner wasn't a failure of mind or muscle, but a collapse of reason, the result of runaway fear..corners of her
eyes..She had talked with her mouth full of pie. She had hogged down a second piece. All right, okay, bad.On the roof of the SUV, a searchlight suddenly blazes, so
powerful and so tightly focused that it appears."I was going to. I don't have to make it right now." Pernak looked at Bernard and braced his hands on the arms of his chair as
if preparing to rise. "Well, I have to go over to Princeton this afternoon, and Jersey's on the shortest way around. Jay and I could share a cab.".The Chironian studied him for
a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the back of his throat somewhere. "We didn't do that," he said. "After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started
shooting. Five of 'em tried making a break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they wanted out We held back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while
they were running. She was one of those five." The Chironian turned his head for a moment and spat onto the ground in the shadow beneath the aircraft. "After that,
one-half of the bunch that was left started shooting it out with the other half- maybe because of what they'd done, or maybe because they wanted to quit too-and at the end
of it there were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one of 'em, and there were a couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't leave us with
too much of a problem.".Supposing he had glimpsed two men wearing cowboy hats, he still couldn't have been sure that they.she now stands upon it, following Curtis's
movements with curiosity, her tail wagging in expectation of.hideous screams still vivid in memory, the motherless boy relaxes behind the steering wheel of a new.wide.
Maybe twenty inches deep. The bottom rail cleared the floor by three inches.."I'm saying it's very likely. What triggers a phase-change."I don't know. We haven't tried it yet,"
Bernard answered. He raised his voice a fraction. "Anybody home? What do we have to do to get a computer in this place?" No response.."No venom, baby. Thingy has
fangs but no poison. Don't wet your panties, girl, we're doing less laundry.Colman watched for a moment, then turned slowly back and began moving toward the bulkhead
door. He didn't feel resentful, nor particularly surprised. He'd seen it all too many times before. Fallows wasn't a bad guy; somebody somewhere had jumped on him, that
was all. "He might know all about how machines work," Colman murmured half-aloud to himself as he returned to the gallery outside the Bomb Factory. "But he doesn't
understand how they think.".scoffed derisively. "He still thinks it's for playing with." "I'm just telling you what the guy said."
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